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HEC BRIEFING 15 Juna 1954
PRITED STETES-80UTH BORRBAN BELATIOHS ZETENIRGC CRITICEL PERIch

I. Introduction
A, The Unlted States is now entering into a oritiesl pericd in its rels-
tions with Fresident Biee,
1, Ehes will likely exploit feilure of Ceneva 1o unify Hores to justi-
fy "eorrectness® of his view that negotistions with Communists ave

futdie,

2. BEe has often threstened %o resew hostilities following fallure at
Genevs.

3. There ere seversl penling sllitary snd economic issues likely to
bring US.South Xoresn relstions to & paw low over nert few weeks,

-

I1. The Genevs Conferonce

A. Hnee i3 likely to recall his delegation from Ceneve unlass U3/tM cop-
pletely and wmeendlitionslly terminates tulke at early dats,

%‘}“‘Q;i 1, Amd Briggs reporis that fhee desires a clesn bresk "with ne left-

A
\ ¢ overs or cold sslad gethering mould in the UN teebox,®
BE 2. Anything Rbee interprets ss temporizing or sypessement lucresses
posstbility of & unilstersl ROK walk-out, thus creating msjor

g problem in US-ROE relstions.

?‘ B. RCX spokesasn heve stated repestedly there w11l bs no mere talks om
& % Toree following lenevs, '

) 1. Ehee strongly opioses procossls to refer Korean issue bhack to UN

or to contimve discusalons smong a emeller group of rations,
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€. A XK vithdraval would sost likely be timed to coineide with the Chinhme

snti~Communliat confercnce, apousored by the ROX, scheduled for 1517
June.
1, FRhee might ses ;ropagands advantage in reeslling dolegstion at that
time to get conference alns "off with & bang.”

17 June also irst anciversary of fhee's prisoner relesss,

He would not be averse te this wove ewven if Allfes have sgreed 1o
terninate Koreun ;hese end notwithstanding his earlier promises to

2.
3.

allow politicel diseussions to run & full 90 days.
| 25X1

Fyun told Underaccreiary Smith 11 June he had diseretion to when
and how to terminate talks, vhich he heped would be immediately,
but agreed th:=t s joint UN-20K statement st and of talke would be

5

St sfvisable,

" III. The Chinhee Conferance
A, Billeéd es & "psople's sonference of Asien wetions,”™ this purley of un~
i offieinl representatives is being sponsored iy the rinti-Communist

Peoplsts Front,” a yeper organization eccvering Bhes's persomal sponsor-

25X ahip,
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1. It is essentislly a 30X propagenda forum secking to attribuie btroad
Asisn support to ROK fereign poliey objectives.

2. In effact, Rhse is »ttacking znd seeking to reverse US strategy
in Westers aeifie, concertrated on a strong, friendly Japan
eooncnically interratad with 884 coundries,

3. Rhee may offor an anti-Communist front of snsll Asian nations as
an slternative to Ju g.m as Basls of US pesition in Western Facifie,

4e The antlecipated oritiecisms of America's isisn policy at Chinhae

i suggest a Rhes ;ropegends sppenl te US Comgressionsl and publie
opinion to strengther the B0 in desling with U Fxecutive depart-
menis.,

§. It is believed Khee vill sttempt to convince U8 populer Aslan sup-
port exists for 2 collestive snti-lommunist pregranm, '

6, Inherent in this is FOX deterndnstion to achicve leadership in any
B8-gupported SP4 collestive aseurity pmm‘. |

7, HRhee may feel that besis of US support for 0F derives ;rincipally
from U3-Chingse Communiat confliet,

8, He may coensider, therefors, that mesbership in s UB-led crgsnizetion
%o bleck Cosmunist pressure 1p 8F4 1g an ultimete, if indirect, me=ns
of ensuring U5 support in unifying Xore:, sssuming thet in event
of wsr with Chins, U would be foreed to reinferee Xorean front,

IV. The Fost-Gensva Feriod

. Xbe poasibility of » northward stiack.
1. PBhse will be extremely diffieult to deal with once the Ueneve con-
feress congede thwir fallure to wnify Eores,
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His recent jublic ststements, however, nelther s'd %o nor detract
fron previously held views sbout his fubure ecurses of seilem,

Te im ponvinced *hst time 18 running out and that ¥if fight we zuat,
let us got startsd as soon 3s possible,”

While = racent top-level :ruy reorgenisetion ;rolubly jrovides hiu
with greater compend [flexibllity in csse of wnllsteral sction, his
top srny commenders, exoept for UGS Chelrman Cenerel Y1, hawe flatly
t0ld bim he cummot hope to unlfy Korew by unileteral tdlitery etdack,

25X1

&.

It i assuped that previous restrictions on armo, & 36 deys' eupply
remain in effect,

25X1

g,

Fe

10,

Hhwa'e rime tactic 2t the mosent seers to U the use of thrests
ubich, in ap 11 June press interview, he oslled “especlislly prozde-
iog” slternstive,

fs seers Lo be thinking prisarily in terrze of dslivering an "ultd-
metum” to the Coumunists 4o "pet out of Xoreu ar we will fight yeu,”
on prounds thet the Sovied Union does aot went wor now snd %whaet
tte 3oviet asys is lsw for her miniansf

Rhee will sprersntly not be moved from bluff te action unlsss he
cen contrive to erbroll the U0 in renewsd hestllity or tnless ithe

V8 moves to improve relamilons with ieiping, Feried between evd
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C.
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Otheyr action relsting to the srmistice

1.

2,

3.

b
e

Bhac's prise hops eontinues 3o ue that he ean embroil the US im

some kind of military setion L. indirect mesns, {(8ee III 7-8 sbove),

He say sesk to provoka the Chinese Communlate by

g, wsalizing Ghinese fishermzen off the Xorean geaat;

b. continuilng to urge the use of ROK troops in lodochinag

¢, provokling incldents ulong the truce line}

d. Wdlding or sesking eatry into an Asian defense community which
he hopes will begome the recipdent of U5 silitery ziq,

tie may shnownce thet Jouth Korea is no longsr bound by the armistice

taraa,.

He may withdrew nis troops frow the UH Comserd,

He hae stated he will elect the Communist zembers of the IN3C from

South Xorea.

South Koresn attempts to secure grester U0 scconcmic-~military commitments,

1.

2,

Rhee will continue to seek ineressed U3 carmitments using the tactis

of tes.ing #5 meny lassces "bolling™ es possible to strengthen his

bargsining gower,

Such issues will inelude:

8. & I5-division WE army with ravel and sir supporting units io-
eluding jets;

be the smendsent ol the UH-3CK mmtuel defense iset znd the come
eluaion of & status of forces agresment;

¢. & greater BCK volce in the disbursement of I} aid funda;

d. retention of the unreslistic 180-1 “permmrent® exchonge ratej
(this issus is an infismmstory one with Rhee)
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8, the recall of Feonomlc Coordinator Tyler Wood; and
f. the stoppege of Americsn sid purekeses for Xoresn recovery in

25X1
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Jopan,

He will vt forth all hie old desands, ignoring the fmot that

he as thecretically targeined sway these demends for couceseions
alresdy granted Ly the United States,

fn will reverse the ordinary negotisting procedure of putidng
forth the maximum pesition Tirst, by his usuel technicue of adding
now devandis once he has exploited 1is crigloel position to the

ey i,
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